


 
 
 
 

425 N. Findlay Street ● Dayton, Ohio 45404 ● 937-461-3625 
 

December 2019 Newsletter 
 

LOCAL NEWS & EVENTS 
 

WOMEN’S MED DAYTON LOSES IN COURTS BUT RECEIVES A NEW LICENSE.  After a nearly 
three-year legal battle with the state of Ohio in which all three levels of Ohio courts ruled against abortionist 
Martin Haskell, the Ohio Department of Health (ODH) – astonishingly – re-issued a new license for Women’s 
Med Dayton (WMD) in early November 2019. In October 2016, ODH had denied Haskell’s request for an 
annual variance for the fifth year in a row, then revoked WMD’s health care facility license the following 
month. Haskell’s appeal of this decision to the Ohio court system resulted in a legal “stay” which allowed 

WMD to remain open, aborting 45-50 infants each week, 
during the entire three-year appeal. On October 25, 2019, 
ODH granted Haskell’s most recent variance request 
(submitted in August), apparently because the application 
included the name of a fourth “back-up physician”.  Dayton 
Right to Life, along with our partners at the Right to Life 
Action Coalition of Ohio (RTLACO) continue to explore all 
legal options to challenge this decision. WMD still has no 
written transfer agreement with a local hospital, and the 
voluntary agreements of these four “back-up physicians” are 
the only reason that WMD remains open. For details, see 
http://wrightstateabortion.com/.  

 
 
BABY SHOWER! Dayton Right to Life continues its part in 
working toward positive birth outcomes.  Over 200 moms have 
participated in our showers at various community locations so 
far this year.  We are so blessed to be able to celebrate the gift 
of life with these moms and their families. 
 
 
OHIO FIGHTS DOWN SYNDROME BAN IN COURT.  
On October 14, a three-judge panel of the 6th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals in Cincinnati voted to block Ohio’s Down 
Syndrome Non-Discrimination Act from taking effect. Under 
that bill (HB 214), it would be illegal for abortionists to commit 
or attempt to commit an abortion based on a diagnosis of 
Down syndrome. The measure was signed into law by then 
Governor John Kasich in December 2017 with overwhelming 
approval of both Ohio houses. Within months, however, the 
law was challenged in federal court by the ACLU, Planned 
Parenthood, and others, including Martin Haskell’s Women’s 
Med Center. District Judge Timothy Black almost immediately 
issued an injunction in March 2018, preventing the law from 
taking effect.  In October, the Circuit Court voted 2-1, 

Giving Tuesday is coming on December 3! 
If you haven’t yet donated to Dayton Right 
to Life this year, please consider making a 
contribution to either our Foundation (C3) or 
Society (C4) for Giving Tuesday, or at least 
by the end of December.  Thank you for your 
support!    



endorsing Black’s decision and tacitly approving the ugly practice of eugenics.   Fortunately, Attorney General 
Dave Yost has filed a petition for an en banc review of this case by the entire 6th Circuit Court. Dayton Right to 
Life strongly endorses this law.  All Ohioans, regardless of a prenatal diagnosis (which is frequently 
inaccurate), deserve the same right to life.  
 
LIFE AT CONCEPTION ACT INTRODUCED IN COLUMBUS.  Following the success of Ohio’s 
Heartbeat Bill, enacted in April, pro-life lawmakers introduced the Life at Conception Act (HB 413) in the Ohio 
house on November 15. The bill would recognize unborn babies as persons from the moment of conception and 
provide them with the same legal protections afforded to all persons after birth. It is sponsored by state Reps. 
Ron Hood and Candice Keller and has 21 co-sponsors in the house.  This is a ground-breaking piece of 
legislation initiated by the Right to Life Action Coalition of Ohio (RTLACO).  Dayton Right to Life and the 
other members of RTLACO throughout the state, firmly support this bill.  This bill is designed to END 
abortion, not just regulate it year after year.  For more information go to rtlaohio.org.   
 
ASSISTED SUICIDE SUPPORT CONSIDERED BY OHIO NURSES ASSOCIATION.  The Ohio Nurses 
Association [ONA], one of Ohio’s largest unions at 11,000 members, was considering the topic of physician 
assisted suicide in October.  According to a Cincinnati Enquirer article, the ONA President had this to say: 
 

ONA President Deborah Arm said the proposal recommends “educating the public about medical aid in dying, 
supporting legislation to protect the rights of dying patients to control the circumstances and conditions of their 
death and providing resources and education to nurses about the nurse’s role in caring for patients regarding 
MAID [Medical Assistance in Dying] or any form of treatment limitation.” 
 

Dayton Right to Life contacted the organization and questioned this possible policy change. Here is the 
response we received:   

“The Ohio Nurses Association (ONA) has not taken a stance on specific end of life healthcare options. According 
to the American Nurses Association Code of Ethics, nurses hold a responsibility to both educate their patients 
about their healthcare options without judgment and advocate for their patients’ healthcare wishes without 
prejudice. Therefore, the ONA fully supports educating nurses about the spectrum of end of life care options 
permissible by law.” 
– Deborah Arm, RN, PhD 

 
So, we have medical professionals using their powerful lobbying position to help people kill themselves. Why is 
suicide a mental health case in some circumstances and “my right to die” in another?   Dayton Right to Life will 
continue to monitor this dangerous situation.  
 

 
NATIONAL NEWS & EVENTS 

 
CAN YOU ATTEND THE 2020 NATIONAL 
MARCH FOR LIFE?  It’s not too late to plan to 
attend the next annual march in Washington, on 
Friday, January 24. Here are two options for group 
transportation: 

• The Archdiocese of Cincinnati is 
coordinating several buses. Call Peggy 
Piccola at 859-392-1500 or see 
http://www.catholiccincinnati.org/ministries-
offices/respect-life-2/m4life/ for details.   

• St. Anthony/Holy Angels Respect Life Committee is planning a two-night trip (Jan 23-25). Call Fran 
Phillips at 937-254-8727 or email richphil1@roadrunner.com. 


